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sprayed on a cool surface. The 
material (E.G. Mo*, (Mi* has en 
increased number of cateryticalry 
active sites. Usually, the composition 
includes at least Initially a component 
(e.g. Al or Zn) which is removed by 
leaching or vaporfcation to leave a 
rough surface with a large surface to 
volume retro. Thus the composition of 
the material before leaching may be. 
for example. Mo K) Ni^ ) B ia Al w . V m . 
Ni^jAljo or Ti^NijpAljp. The resulting 
composition is sometimes annealed to 
relax or modify the local structure 
thereof to provide a more reactive 
structural configuration. The 
electrodes of the invention are highly 
conductive, resistant to torrjsicn ar.<1 
degradation under current reversal 
and have low overvoltege 
characteristics when used in 
electrochemical cells. 
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SPECIFICATION 

Catalytic Bodies and Methods of Making the 
Sama 
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This invention relates generally to catalytic 
5 bodies, and has an especially important use in 
electrodes for electrochemical processes, water 
electrolysis and fuel cells, and catalysts for 
chemical processes. These electrodes possess a 
greatly enhanced catalytically active surface with 
1 0 the number and type of catalytic sites desired. 76 
due to the unique electronic and compositional 
states and structural configurations attainable 
with the amorphous materials fabricated through 
the process aspects of this invention. The 
5 electrodes or bodies of this invention may be BO 
formed of. or coated with, the catalytically active 
material of the invention. These amorphous 
electrode materials can be provided with a high 
surface to volume ratio, which further enhances 
20 electro -catalytic activity. B5 
Some of the problems of the prior art 
electrodes are overvoltage and stability. 
Overvoltage is a source of resistance to current 
passage at the surface u. ihe catalytic body. 
25 Among other factors, overvoltage is also affected 90 
by the composition, the structural configuration 
and the nature of the surface of the catalytic body. 
For each application there is a characteristic 
overvoltage determined by a combination of the 
30 above properties plus the discharging ion. 95 
electrolyte, current density, etc. 

The overvoltage is also related to the number 
and nature of the active sites on the catalytic 
body which in large part determine the saturation 
35 current density of the reaction. An insufficient 100 
number of the desired type of sites restricts the 
rate of t!.e desired reaction end hence the 
formation rate of the desired products. 

As one application example, in the chloralkali 
40 electrochemical cell process a sodium chloride 105 
solution, is electrolyzed to give chlorine gas at the 
anode, and hydrogen gas and a solution of 
sodium hydroxide at the cathode. Conventional 
cathodes, such as steel and the like, in such cells 
45 exhibit an overvoltage for hydrogen of 110 
approximately 300—600 mv at a current density 
of 2 KA/M*. This overvoltage loss results in 
decreased efficiency in the generation of the 
products and high power consumption. Due to the 
60 present energy crisis, the evolved hydrogen Is 116 
becoming of significant commercial importance 
as a fuel, while previously h was usually vented to 
the atmosphere. • 
Using conventional electrodes, about 10% of 
65 the electrical energy used in the cells is consumed 120 
by cathode overvoltage. Hence, even a email 
reduction in the overvoltage will result in a 
meaningful energy savings. SimBat overvoltage 
losses ere present in all electrochemical 
90 processes, end similar savings are possible using 126 
the electrodes of the present invention. ^ 
The second problem encountered in the prior 
art was that of electrode inste baity. Many of the 
materials used are degraded by the action of the 



65 environment to which they are subjected; still 
others are sensitive to atmospheric oxygen, and 
thus must be nendled with great care to prevent 
degradation. Another Instability problem is 
present when a reverse current pulse is applied to 
the electrode. The reverse current pulse causes 
reverse polarization of the electrode body, which 
in turn causes a significant decrease in the 
reaction efficiency. Such current reversals ere not 
uncommon in industrial application caused by 
leakage currents during startups, shutdowns and 
power failure. Therefore, the ability to withstand 
such polarization reversals is quite important. 

Considerable effort has been directed toward 
overcoming the problems of overvoltage arl 
stability. The problems of some applications can 
be partially overcome by utilizing electrodes made 
of or coated with compositions of noble metals 
such as platinum, palladium, ruthenium and the 
like. While these materials may improve 
overvoltage values, they suffer from problems of 
very high cost and scarcity of materials and 
difficulty in manufacturing procedures. Also, some 
of these aforementioned electrode materials are 
quite susceptible to degradation of performance 
by atmospheric contamination, or "poisoning" by 
certain components of the reaction mixture. In 
spite of these problems they have found some 
utility since they were heretofore the only 
materials suitable for certain application? *>' 
example as electrodes for high temperature fuel 
cells. 

Prior to the present Invention, attempts to 
eliminate the use of noble metals have not proven 
wholly successful. For example, electrodes made 
of steel and the like, have been coated by 
electroplating the same with verious materials 
providing crystalline coatings thereon. While such 
electrodes provided somewhat reduced hydrogen 
overvoltages when operated in a chlor-alkali cell, 
they were subject to corrosion and degradation 
when reverse polarized. U.S. patents Nos. 
4.033.837 and 4.105,531 disclose electroplating 
an alloy of nickel 180—20%). molybdenum (10— 
20%) and vanadium 10.2— 15%) on a conductive 
electrode to provide a material for use as a chlor- 
alkali cathode. This material had a somewhat 
lower overvoltage than uncoated steel but 
suffered from degradation when subjected to 
reverse polarization. 

U S. Patent No. 4.080,278 discloses 
electrodes coated with a compound of the general 
formula A»B 0, where A Is an alkali or lenthenlde 
metal. B is chosen from the group: Tt. W. Mo. Mn. 
Co. V. Nb. Ta: 0 Is oxygen. The compound is 
mixed with a binder metal and coated on an 
electrode base by techniques that Include plasma 
and flame spraying of powdered material, vacuum 
evaporation, sputtering, and explosive bonding. In 
some cases, the techniques of the 
aforementioned patent may result In amorphous 
coatings, however h Is not an object of the 
Invention to prepare amorphous coatings, and. in 
fact It appears to be the intention of the inventor 
to rstum the amorphoua coating to a crystalline 
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condition, since the latter patent refers to beating 
the amorphous films to return them to their 
crystalline state. Furthermore, no desirable 
properties or examples of the article thus formed 
5 are ascribed to amorphicity or vacuum deposition. 
Other approaches involve materials of the 
"Raney" metal type, wherein deposition of a 
multi-component mixture, followed by the 
•elective removal of one of the components yields 

10 a high surface area material, with improved 
electro-catalytic properties. One such process It 
disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 4.1 16.804. The 
process disclosed involves plating and flame 
spraying layers of nickel and aluminum 

1 5 respectively on an electrode substrate, followed 
by a step of heating the layers to cause 
interdiff usion of the metals. The interdiffuaed 
aluminum is then leached to give a high surface to 
volume area nickel coating. While the electrodes 

20 of this invention exhibit somewhat lowered 
overvottages for electrochemical reactions, the 
process is quite energy intensive, and the article 
thus produced is quite susceptible to 
environmental degradation and consequently 

25 must be protected from contact with air. 

Still another process is disclosed in U.S. Patent 
No. 3.926.844. This process involves the 
deposition of amorphous borides of nickel, cobalt 
or iron by the reduction of their salts in an 

30 aqueous bath. While the materials thus prepared 
are amorphous, and do exhibit some 
electrocatalytic activity, the method is of limited 
utility. The range of compositions that can be 
prepared by this method is quite limited because 

36 of the compositional restrictions imposed by the 
process conditions involved. While low 
overvoltage is discussed, it does not appear that 
the overvoltage is in the range of the low 
overvoltage of the present invention and the only 

40 operating examples given are for a temperature of 
20°C which is well below general industry 
operating temperatures which are in the range of 
80 — 90°C. 

While the above prior an patents discuss 

45 improvements over various electrodes including 
mild steel electrodes, mild steel electrodes have 
high overvoltage but still remain the industry 
standard for the chlor-atkali industry and for 
hydrogen evolution in general. The prior art 

50 crystalline structures heve crystalline planes and 
microcrystalline boundaries and dislocations, 
each of which increase the COTosrveness of the 
structures since corrosive attacks on the structure 
are initiated in such locations. Therefore, ft 

55 appears that the prior art attempts to improve 
electrode performance over the mBd steel 
electrode have not been successful, since the 
prior art electrodes have not been accepted to any 
significant degree. 

80 The amorphous materials of this invention can 
be prepared in a wide range of compositions In 
6%ur%d structure! configurations ao as to exhWt 
the optimum catalytic activity for a given urge sea 
condition. Catalytic activity is a selective 

65 interaction of the appropriate electronic 



configurations of the catalyst with the reacting 
species, resulting in a state which serves to steer 
a reaction down a desired path. Catalysis is a 
surface phenomenon. The invention includes 
70 designing and forming amorphous material 
bodies which exhibit catalytic properties 
throughout the bulk of such bodies. In other 
words deviant electronic configurations, such as 
dangling bonds, microvoids. and other 
75 irregularities found In small numbers on the 
surface of crystalline materials, can be designed 
to occur in greater numbers throughout the bulk 
of the amorphous body each of which can be 
catalytic active sites. One method of increasing 
80 the number of active sites in an amorphous body 
is by leaching or evaporating a material dispersed 
throughout a multi-component amorphous body. 
Amorphous material bodies can be made to 
behave like an almost infinite surface when made 
85 in the manner of the present invention to be 
described. Thus, when atoms are removed from 
an amorphous material by leaching or 
vaporization, a variety of types of exposed surface 
sites result, a large number of which are desired 
90 active types, unlike the similar treatment of 
crystalline materials when the exposed surface 
area is much less variable and thus less likely to 
produce the desirable, more catalyticatly active 
surface area sites. Removal of atoms during 
95 leaching or vaporization from the amorphous 
body not only leaves behind voids but creates 
active sites not obtainable by forming the body 
without the atoms which are then removed, 
further, these sites can then be modified by 

100 adding other atoms near those sites which will 
then form different types of catalytic bodies. 

In accordance with a further feature of the 
invention, the amorphous catalytic material 
bodies of the Invention are preferably treated by 

1 05 heating to a temperature which does not 

crystalline the materials but vhich allows for a 
structural relaxation and reconstruction of the 
amorphous body which also enhances catalytic 
activity and reduces overvoltage in electrode 

110 applications of the invention at high current 

densities. These conformational changes can also 
result in the creation of modified density of 
electronic states, the better utilization of other 
states anoVor a shift in the Fermi energy, resulting 

116 further increases in catalytic activity. 

The amorphous coating of the electrodes of the 
invention are preferably deposited by vacuum 
deposition (i.e.. sputtering, vapor deposition, or 
plasma deposition) for ease and economy of 

1 20 preparation and also to enable the preparation of 
any desired compositional range of materiels. In 
contrast, as previously mentioned, electroplating 
or elect rodetess deposition methods are limited to 
the use of only certain materials and 

126 compositions. Furthermore, h is possible to attain 
electronic states in amorphous materiels which 
are unique, since the constraints of crystalline 
symmetry end stoJchiometry are not present 
therein. Additionally, the amorphous state of such 

1M materials also tends to confer Increosed corrosion 



•esistance to a given body because of the absence 
of crystalline planes and microcry stall me 
boundaries and dislocations, which are location* 
for the initiation of corrosive attack. 
5 The character of an amorphous film deposited 
by electroplating or similar process is 
substantially different from the unusual structure 
compositions of the amorphous catalytic bodies 
of the invention. Because of the inherent 
1 0 limitations in the technique, the catalytic activity 
of electroplated films cannot be readily optimized 
or taiiof made to meet specific reaction conditions 
which is so important for the various applications 
of the invention. In the present invention, the use 
1 5 of vacuum deposition, especially co-sputtering or 
spraying where the individual components 
making up the amorphous catalytic body involved 
are most preferably separately directed onto a 
relatively low temperature substrate surface at 
20 individually variable rates, produces a stable. 

substantially amorphous composition with almost 
any desired component ratio and whh a wide 
variety of non-equilibrium structural 
configurations. Thus, an amorphous composition 
2 5 maoe in accordance with tne invention can be 
made more catalytically active for the reaction 
involved. This is not readily possible with the prior 
art processes for making catalytic bodies, like the 
electroplating and other processes disclosed in 
30 U.S. Patent No. 3.926.844. 

In the case of an electrode for an electro- 
chemical cell, the electrode of the invention may 
comprise a substrate, which may have a variety of 
configurations, and preferably made of a relatively 
35 inexpensive metal or non-metal material, and a 
conductive coating of a substantially amorphous 
multicomponent composition. In the case of the 
substrate, while a variety of non-metallic 
materials may be utilized, it is preferred that it be 
40 a conductive substrate such as steel, titanium, 
oraphite. molybdenum, nickel, or copper. The 
substantially amorphous conductive coating 
comprises a multicomponent amorphous material 
alloy or composition of at least two different 
45 components, one of which may be a transition 
metal Examples of transition, non-noble metals 
which may be used Hu de vanadium, titan ium^ 
c hromium, cobalt. nic keljAAiujn. molybdenum . , 
a nd tungsten . The composition may also include 
50 two or more of the transition elements of this list 
tnrjfor minor amounts of noble metals like 
pi^jn ym ruthenium and palladium, Addrtionaliy, 
dements other than transition elements ™Yj* . 
added to the composition such esjjfrlujn^grjary 
gg c arbon. nh-q zg ? rzypwx. alumin um and silicon, 
"Tfiese additional transition orother elements ere 
for the purpose of maintaining the substantia fty 
amorphous character of the catalytic body end to 
provide optimum reactive, non equfltortum 
60 structural configurations. The eject n umber, 
cherr ctec and percentages o* the components 
making up the conductive coating depends upon 
she particular application of the electrode or other 

cetaryticbedvinvoh^ 
65 lnonepreferredformo4theinvention.es 



previously described, the substantially amorphous 
conductive coating initially includes leachaWe 
components, like aluminum, lithium or line, which 
are subsequently leached out to leave a film of 
70 high surface to volume area. Additionally, h ie 
highly desirable for aome applications, especially 
after leaching, that the amorphous conductive 
coating is annealed. The annealing operat : on can 
take place in an evacuated environment or under 
7 b ambient conditions. The preferred amorphous 
compositions of the invention described are 
particularly advantageous in that they can be 
conveniently annealed in an ambient 
environment. Some prior art materials require 
60 heating in an evacuated or en inert environment, 
which is less desirable. As previously explained, 
instead of leaching out one of the additional 
components referred to. these components also 
can be removed by methods other than leaching. 
65 such as vaporiiing the same, where the vaporiiing 
condition will not degrade the amorphous mixture 
involved. Also, after removing a component by 
leaching or vaporizing, a different component can 
be added to the body which will react with the 
90 exposed sites to give unusual structural 
configurations not otherwise ob finable. 

The present invention is also applicable to 
electrodes and other catalytic bodies where the 
entire body comprises the catalytically active 
65 matrix. . 

Accordingly, a first object of the invention is to 
provide a catalytic body including a composition 
having at least two components, the relative 
amounts of said components being sufficient to 
1 00 maintain said catalytic composition in a 

substantially amorphous state, said composition 
having a local order non-equilibrium structural 
configuration resulting in a number of at least one 
desired type of catalytically active she 
1 0S interspersed throughout the composition. 

A second object of the Invention is to provide a 
process of making a catalytic body to be used m e 
given reaction, said process comprising the steps 
of directing at least two components, one of 
1 1 o which Is a metal against e surface at e 

temperature and in a manner and amounts to 
produce a stable substantially amorphous 
composition of said at least two components and 
having a local order non-equilibrium structural 
1 1 6 configuration resulting b at least one desired type 
of catalytically sctlve site Interspersed throughout 
the body, which sites are catalytically active for 
said reaction. 

A third object of the Invention la to provide e 
120 catalytic body for use as en electrode In an 
" eW**rochemical cell, said electrode having en 
electrically conductive substantially amorphous 
outer coating having at least two components, 
the relative amounts of said components being 
1 2B sufficient to maintain said electrode composition 
In a substantially amorphous state, said 
composition having a local order non^qunibrium 
etructual configuration resulting In e number of et 
least one desired type of cetalytlcaHY active site 
1 30 interspersed throughout the electrode. 
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The preferred embodiment of this invention 
will now be described by way of example, with 
reference to the drawings accompanying this 
specification in which: 
5 Figure 1 illustrates a typical current vottage 
curve of a conventional sandblasted mild steel 
hydrogen electrode compared with various 
catalytic body embodiments of the invention. 
Figure 2 illustrates a typical current voltage 
10 curve for a sandblasted nickel electrode for 
oxygen evolution compared with one catalytic 
body embodiment of the invention. 

Figure 3 is a table illustrating the over-voltage 
characteristics and Tafel slopes for the various 
1 5 catalytic body embodiments indicated therein. 80 
In the form of the invention having Its greatest 
utility in forming catalytic bodies for electro- 
chemical applications, the most highly 
catalytically active body is obtained by a muhi- 
20 step process. As will be described in detail . 85 

hereinafter, in the first step of the process, at least 
a two-element substantially amorphous alloy or 
composition is formed, preferably by vapor 
deposition techniques, upon a preferably 
25 sandblasted metal s^ustrate. A* previously 90 
indicated, the alloy or composition includes at 
least one metal and at least one. and preferably at 
least two other, metals or elements. For example, 
the amorphous structural composition for en 
30 electrode or electrode coating to be used in e 95 
typical electrolysis cell used to generate a gas. 
such as oxygen or hydrogen, may include nickel 
and another material, like molybdenum or 
titanium, to which is added a leachable material. 
35 like aluminum or zinc. The leachable or 10O 
vaporizable material is then removed. The 
resulting body then can be heat treated, as by 
annealing, or a different material can be Bdded to 
react with the sites from which the leachable or 
40 vaporizable material was removed. )05 
Referring to Figure 1 . the current density 
characteristics versus the overvoltage values for e 
conventional industry utilized mild steel electrode 
is illustrated by Curve No. 1 . As mentioned above. 
46 although the various prior an electrodes ere 1 10 

claimed to be significantly improved over mild 
steel electrodes, the great majority of industry still 
utilizes mild steel electrodes for hydrogen 
evolution indicating that the prior art electrodes 
60 do not have sufficiently improved performance 115 
over the basic mild steel electrodes. The mild 
steel electrode illustrated in Figure 1 has been 
well cleaned by sandblasting to provide the best 
performance for h. ft stil shows an effective 
85 saturation current density of about 2 JCA/M*. 1 20 
Curve No. 2 illustrates the performance of an 
amorphous vacuum deposited electrode NevJnga 
composition of Mo m H* m The improvement in 
performance over the mid steel electrode Is 
60 shown by the decrease in overvoftege for the 126 
seme current densities. Also, the saturation 
current density is increased indicating the 
increase in the numbm and desired type of 
catah/ticeNy active aftes. 
65 Curve No. 3 Hk/strates the performance of a 160 



leached amorphous vacuum deposited electrode 
having a deposited composition of Mo^ Ni^ Al^. 
The further increase in the desired number of 
catalytically active aites is shown by the improved 
performance in the current voltage 
characteristics. The increase in the number of 
catalytic active sites in pert results from the 
increase in the surface to volume ratio obtained 
by the removal of a substantial amount of 
aluminum from the electrode body. 

Curve No 4 illustrates the improvement of the 
current voltage characteristics obtained for 
hydrogen evolution at high current densities by 
annealing the electrode of Curve No. 3. Some 
industry applications and present hydrogen 
evolution applications typically operate at current 
densities between 1 5 and 3 KA/M 1 . This 
limitation ia in part imposed by the effective 
current density saturation of the mild steel 
electrodes presently used. For increased 
production rates or for uses where a separator 
such as a diaphram. is attached to the electrode 
by heating to temperatures of about 350°C. prior 
electrodes other then steel typically degrade 
during the heat treatment. The electrode of Curve 
No. 4 which was heat treated at 350 # C does not 
show any indication of current density saturation 
even at 10 KA/M 1 which is highly desirable for 
increased production rates. The increased rates 
ellow a decrease in capital investment because a 
fewer number of cells now can produce the same 
amount of product. 

Referring to Figure 2. the current density 
characteristics versus the overvoltage values for a 
clean and sandblasted nickel electrode for oxygen 
evolution is illustrated by Curve No. 1. A 
significant decrease in the overvoltage value for 
current densities is obtained by an amorphous 
vacuum deposited oxygen electrode body having 
a deposited composition of Ti^NigpAl^. The body 
was then leached and heat treated. c or example, 
at a current density of 1 KA/M 1 . the decrease in 
overvoltage from the nickel electrode is from 
about 255 mV to 1 10 mV. 

The Table of Figure 3 illustrates several specific 
examples of catalytic body compositions and 
treatments and their respective current voltage 
performance. Examples 1 through 10 of the Table 
are described with respect to hydrogen evolution 
and example 1 1 is described with respect to 
oxygen evolution. The measurement of the 
overvoltages shown m Figure 3 was made by 
using a glass cell having a membrane which 
separates the anode compartment from the 
cathode compartment For the cathode, e known 
area of the co-sputtered cathode was used in 
contact with the electrolyte. The cathode and the 
anode were connected electrically using a 
controllable voltage source. A Luggln capillary in 
the cathode chamber was connected to a 
saturated calomel reference electrode which in 
turn was connected to the test electrode by a 
voltmeter. In order to determine the overvoltage 
of the cathode, a voltage was applied through the 
voltage source between the anode end the test 



GB 2 07S SSI A 5 



cathode such that current densities of up to 
10KA-M 2 vvere obtained. The current density was 
not limited by saturation of the bodies, but by the 
test facility utilized. Overvottage was calculated 
5 using the Tafel equation: 

r/=d log !/» 

where r/=overvoltage (mV). /J = slope of the Tafel 
curve in mv/decade of current. I e =exchange 
current density, i.e.. current at zero overvoltage. 

1 0 cno l=measured current density. 

While the process conditions for depositing the 
amorphous compositions selected may vary 
widely, the following describes one exemplary 
deposition process. First, when the catalytic body 

1 S is to include a substrate on which is coated the 
materials described, the substrate is preferably 
treated by sandblasting, which increases 
adhesion of the coating to the substrate. 
Sandblasting can be done with various grit sizes 

20 and with various pressure or with varying force. 
Next, the films or coating of the active material 
may be formed by co-sputtering in a conventional 
r f. sputtering system, sucn as one made by the 
Veeco Company. Here, e target is bonded to a 

25 plate made of one of the materials to be 

deposited. The other desired composition and 
leachant materials are secured to the target in 
desired amounts. Alternatively, separate targets 
made of or having the materials thereon may be 

30 used simultaneously. The substrates, which may 
be in the form of a metal mesh, expanded metal 
sheet metal or wires are placed on a holder 
spaced from the target or targets by a distance 
determined by the deposition parameters. The 

35 desired composition and structure of the 
materials can be conveniently controlled by 
adjusting the deposition parameters. 

The sputtering machine ts first evacuated to a 
vacuum pressure of about 1x1 0~* Torr to provide 

40 a background vacuum pressure. Argon is bled into 
the machine to provide an operating pressure of 
about 4 x 10"' Torr to 5x 10~ 3 Torr is determined 
by a reading on a Pirani vacuum gauge. The 
material surfaces of the substrate target or targets 

45 are then cleaned by pre-sputtering for a short 
period of time. Thereafter, the materials are co- 
sputtered onto the substrate or substrates for the 
time necessary to obtain the desired thickness, 
typically about 1000A 0 to 2 microns. The 

50 substrate temperatures during the sputtering 
operation are maintained low enough to assure an 
amorphous deposit. 

Following the deposition of the amorphous 
materials, the catalytic body then can be leached 

55 H desired for a particular application. Following 
removal of an element the active sites exposed by 
leaching or vaporizing may have other elements 
added or incorporated to form different structural 
configurations and orientations. These now 

60 structural configurations are not the same as 
those which would be obtained if the added 
elements initially were co-deposited. 

For certain applications, the removal of an 



element is followed by heat treatment, such as 

65 annealing. The heat treatment may he done in any 
desired environment to selectively obtain the 
desired type of catalyticeliy active sites. 

Alternatively, the catalytic amorphous bodies 
can be formed by spraying a separate stream of 

70 each material at controlled rates to combine on a 
cool surface in the desired configuration. The bulk 
material thus formed can be removed from the 
surface and leached, vaporized and/or heat 
treated as above described. 

75 The catalytic body compositions end structure 
of the invention may be used as electrodes for the 
manufacture of H a . CI NaOH, oxygen and 
chlorates, etc.. or as electrodes in fuel cells or for 
other purposes where mechanically stable. 

60 corrosion resistant, and/or high conductivity 
catalytic materials are desirable. The catalytic 
bodies are useable es catalysts in chemical 
processes other than as electrodes to obtain the 
advantages of the invention. 

85 Claims 

1 . A catalytic body Including a composition 
having at least two components, the relative 
amounts of said components being sufficient to 
maintain said catalytic composition in a 

00 substantially amorphous state, said composition 
having a local order non-equilibrium structural 
configuration resulting in a number of at lees? one 
desired type of catalytically active site 
interspersed throughout the composition. 

95 2. The catalytic body according to claim 1 
wherein at least some of said catah/tically active 
sites are the result of the selective removal of an 
initially randomly distributed component in said 
composition. 

100 3. The catalytic body according to claims 1 or 2 
wherein said body includes a substrate and said 
substantially amorphous composition is deposited 
on said substrate. 

4. The catalytic body according to anyone of 

105 claims 1 to 3 wherein said deposited composition 
is heat treated to relax and/or reconstruct the 
structural configuration of the originally deposited 
composition, to increase the catalytic activity 
thereof. 

110 5. The catalytic body according to anyone of 
claims 1 to 4 wherein said body is adaptable for 
use as an electrode for forming hydrogen and said 
substantially amorphous composition thereof is 
an annealed alloy including substantial 

116 percentages of each of at least two different 
metals. 

0. The catalytic body according to anyone of 
claims 1 to 4 wherein said substantially 
amorphous composition consists of a 
120 substantially amorphous alloy including 

substantial percentages of each of at least two 
different transition metals. 

7. The catalytic body according to anyone of 
claims 1 to 4 wherein said body is adaptable for 
126 use as an electrode In an electrochemical cell. 

0. The catalytic body according to anyone of 
claims 1 . 2. or 4 to 7 wherein said body includes a 
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substrate and sa-i substantially amorphous 
composition is a Mm thereof deposited on said 
substrate 

9. The catalytic body according to anyone of 
5 claims 1 to 5. 7 or 8 wherein at least one of said 

components is a transition metat. 

1 0. The catalytic body according to anyone of 
claims 3 to 9 wherein the substrate comprises fit 
least one of the group consisting of steel, nickel. 

10 titanium, graphite molybdenum or copper. 

1 1 . The catalytic body according to anyone of 
claims 1 to 10 wherein the substantially 
amorphous composition is obtained by directing 
the components as separate streams toward 8 

1 5 surface which is at a telatively cool temperature 
to assure the formation of said amorphous non 
equilibrium structural configuration. 

12 The catalytic body according to anyone of 
claims 1 to 10 wherein the amorphous 

20 composition is a vacuum deposited composition. 
1 3. The catalytic body according to anyone of 
claims 1 to 12 wherein the substantially 
amorphous composition consists of at least 
carbon, nitrogen oroaygen. 

T.Z 1 4. The r.ata'v?^ ^orW according tu anyone of 
claims 1 to 1 3 wherein the substantially 
amorphous composition includes at least one of 
vanadium, ruthenium, platinum, palladium, 
aluminum or boron. 

30 15 The catalytic body according to anyone of 
claims 1 to 14 wherein the amorphous 
composition consists of one or more of the group 
including titanium, vanadium, chromium, cobalt, 
nickel, niobium, molybdenum, tantalum, tungsten. 

35 rhenium, or boron. 

1 6. A catalytic body for use as an electrode in 
an electrochemical cell, said electrode having an 
electrically conductive substantially amorphous 
outer coating having at least two components. 

40 the relative amounts of said components being 
sufficient to maintain said electrode composition 
in a substantially amorphous state, said 
composition having a local order non-equilibrium 
structural configuration resulting in a number of 

45. at least one desired type of catalyticslly active site 
interspersed throughout the electrode. 

1 7. The catalytic body according to anyone of 
claims 1 to 1 6 wherein said substantially 
omorphous composition consists of at least nicfcel 

gO and s second transition motel. 

1 8. The catalytic body according to claims 16 
or 1 7 wherein the amorphous composition 
consists of at least one of vanadium, ruthenium, 
platinum, palladium, oluminum or boron. 

§5 1 9. Tho catalytic tody according to onyono of 
claims 1 to 1® whorofln said substantially 
omorphous composition includes ot loam about 
thirty percent nichet. 

20. A process off matting o catalytic bo*ty K> b° 

QQ used in o given reaction, bo id process com^rioing 
the steps of directing at loost two components, 
cne off which is a metal against a surfeco at o 
temperature and in a manner ortd amounts to 
produce a stable substantially an* orpfcous 

05 composition off said at least two components and 



having a local order non-equilibrium struMu'a! 
configuration resulting in at least one deve'l type 
of catal/tically active site interspersed throughout 
the uody. which cites are catalytically active for 
70 said reaction. 

2 1 . The process according to claim 20 wherein 
said at least two components are directed as 
separate streams simultaneously upon said 
surface. 

75 22. The process according to claim 20 wherein 
said components are directed by vacuum 
deposition thereof upon said surface wh : ch forms 
a substrate therefor. 

23. The process according to claim 20 wherein 
QO sa'd components are directed by cc - r>uttermg 

the same upon said surface which turns a 
substrate therefor. 

24. The process according to claim 20 wherein 
said components are directed by spray my the 

©5 same in melted form as separate steams upon 
said surface which is cooled rapidly to quen-.h the 
sama. 

25. The process according to claim 20 wherem 
there is included in said components directed 

$0 against said surface a ccmponr...; * : ~' ' 
distributed throughout said deposited 
substantially amorphous composition and is 
removable selectively therefrom, and then 
removing most of the latter distributed 

85 component to substantially increase the surface 
to volume ratio of the deposited composition ana 
the number of catalytically active sites 

26. The process according to claim 25 wherein 
said distributed component removed from said 

100 composition comprises at least about ten aton.ic 
percent of the original composition. 

27. The process according to claims 25 or 26 
wherein said component is removed by leaching. 

28. The process according to claims 25 26 or 
105 27 wherein an additional component is added to 

said composition following removal of said 
distributed component. 

29. The process according to anyone of claims 
25 to 28 wherein said deposited composition is 

110 subsequently heat treated to relau and/or modify 
the local order non-equilibrium structural 
configuration thereof to improve the catalytic 
activity for said reaction. 

30. The process according to anyone of claims 
1 1 S 20 to 29 wherein at least one of said components 

is a transition metal. 

31. The process according to claim SO wherein 
said transition metal is niche! and said at least one 
other component is another transition element. 

1 SO 32. A catalytic body made according to anyone 
of the processes off claims 20 tto 3 1 . 

33. Tho catalytic tody according to anyone of 
claims 1 Co 1® wherein oaid composition has 
porous, high surface aroa to volume ratio 

12§ produced by loaching e? ovaporating a distributed 
component in the original composition. 

34. A catalytic body including a substantially 
amorphous composition having at least two 
components, substantially as hereinbefore 

'130 described. 



A p'ocess for the p r oduction of a catalytic 
body inci.:r*M.g a substantially amorphous 
composition iiaving at least two components, 
substantially as hereinbefore described. 
36. An electrochemical cell comprising an 



electrode which is d catalytic body as claimed in 
any one of claims 1 to 1 9. 

37. A process of electrolysis which comprises 
passing current through a cell as claimed in claim 
10 36. 
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